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1 Hands by a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
whom I believe to be (what he tiles himſelf) 
a ſincere Lover of Jeſus the Lamb of God, 
and every Appearance of the Advancement of 
his Kingdom in the World.” r 
I did not much expect to ſee V indications 
written in behalf of the Brethren. Nor, in- 
deed, do I believe that any can, with any po- 
ular or univerſal Effect, exempt them from 
the Obloquy which hitherto has uſually been 
their Lot. And that for ſeveral Reaſons: | 
_ Firſt, Becauſe tis to be fear d, that the 
moſt Part of the Chriſtian World at - preſent 
has a deep Propenſity to the Deiſt or Unitari- 
ati Scheme. 2. + 
Secondly, Becauſe, as to thoſe who do em- 
brace the great Scripture- Truths, and even as 
Fellow-Proteſtants, a ſmall Difference in Ex- 
preſſion, or in the Mode of Worſhip or 
Church-Diſcipline, ſome Ceremonies or Cuſ- 
toms more or fewer, '&c. is found capable of 
creating an almoſt invincible Prejudice in one 
Claſs againſt the other. Are not the Luthe- 
rans and Calviniſis both zealous for the Refor- 
mation-Doctrine? yet whoever reads Puffen- 
dorf's View of the Lutheran Churches, or Eſ- 
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iv „Nen 
ſay. towards tbe uniting of Proteſtants, * will 
ſee — much the . of theſe Branches, 


cor to their wiſe not to be proach; 
TE ts Nn to object of 
other. 


"Thirdly, Becauſe it is ſo hard to render the . 


natural and conciſe Defence 
to be giyen of the Brethrens Church upon the 


Heads where ſhe ſeems at preſent to be ſame- 


what attack d; for the Objettions vary at dif- 


ferent Periods) conceivable to almoſt any 
| Reader: | 


1. That many times Perſons, known to be 
as yet defective at Bottom, are, thro' Co 
ſton and Hope, avowedly ſuffer'd in this C 
ſtitution, as in an Infir 


2. That ſeveral, hd Shoal at fornethin g 


_ ehriſtianly good, true and right, have given 


Offence by ſome Expreſſions, or Points of Be- 
haviour, barely thro' want of Judgment. 

=" That from a few, more or leſs, of each 
of theſe Sorts, the whole Body of the Brethren 
1s by no means to be eſtimated. On the con- 
trary, both the unregenerate Spirit of the one, 


andthe indiſcreet Flights of the other, are diſ- 


avow'd, repreſs'd chaſtized ; only indeed 


by ſuch a Method, which, as it intends their 


Edification, and not their Deſtruction, ſome- 


times mult proceed ſoftly and ſlowly, and in its 


ſtepe 
. It was tranſlated by Mr. 8 in the Vear 1714. 


PREFACE, v 


ſteps may not be viſible, to the World. This 
however, in the n will abvays become 
viſible. to any, one a.cloſer l That 
the landing internal Rules of the Congregati- 
on, and allo the Example of her experienced 
and approv'd (not to ſay, the moſt of her) 
Members, have ever ſpoken, and do fuffici- 
ently ſpeak, the direct contrary of what might 
perhaps be gather d from ſuch ſtragling Appea- 
rances to the Diſadvantage of the Society itſelf. 
Probably, what indubed the Reverend. Wri- 
ter of theſe Pages, to offer what may indeed- 
be call'd a Modeft Plea, was this ne peculi- 
ar honeſt Intricacy in the Caſe of the Bre- 
threns Church, where a great deal of :emba- 
raſi d Hnceence is likely to, and muſt for a 
Time, paſs for Guilt; and accordingly, the 
Obſervations now made, ought conſtantly to 
be carried in Mind, and applied wing the Pe- 
ruſal of it. 

He was ſenſible that the Cauſe be patro- 
niz'd, will appear n in a Court of Equi- 
ty; and that till this can be obtain'd, (per- 
haps in another World) few Words are beſt. 
His Plea however, modeſt as it is, yea be- 
cauſe it is ſo, and built as it is on what ſome. 
would call Old-faſhion'd, that is, Goſpel- No- 
tions, yea becauſe it is ſo; will, I don't fear, 
have Weight enough, whenever it. ſhall! fall 
into the Hands of thoſe to whom it is proper- 


þ addreſs'd. 
; | For 


1 PREPHCEE 


For he has certainly urg'd ſome very itnpor- 
tant general Conſiderations, in order to eh 
the Controverſy to the Hinge it really and wh 


OY turns upon. 
J. Gambold. 


v. S. Wen I ad, That t ſcarce 8 
ed to ſee Vindications come forth, I had in my 
Mind, and muſt here take notice, that there 
has lately appear d one very friendly one, but 
rather No ſatirical againſt the Antagoniſts. 
Both the Writing and Publication was without 
the Brethrens Privity, (what they themſelves 
publiſh in Controverſy, will always have their 
Name to it) and the Author, viz. of the 
Preface, is ſtill to them unknown. 7 ; 

What is after ſubjoin'd. in that Pamphlet, is 
indeed a. Tranſlation, (a good one, excepting a 
few Faults of the Preſs „ from a German Trea- 
tiſe of the Ordinary of the Brethren, printed 
ten Years ago, intitled Method with 855 &c. 
the coming abroad of which accidentally now 
into the Exgliſb World is no diſcredit to him. 
But the afore-mention'd Errata (owing mani- 
feſtly to mere Indiſtinctneſs of Hand-writing) 
do fo diſguiſe this nervous Piece, that I wall 


and J hope may, intrude upon the neighbour- 
ly Candor of Mr. Parker, who' prints the 


ſaid 


e vil 
ſaid Pampbic, ſo far as to rectify two or -three | 
of them even by this Opportunity. Page 25. 
« Preach Jeſus the-Crucified, and ſend 
«© the People home with this: let them forget 
1 * Jou, your Gifts, your Action, [not Action:] 
« your, Demonſtration, your Pathos, I not 
« Paths] & c. P. 28. © Where is there a 
1 „ Fee, [not Prophet] whoſe, God hath 
„ gone, Sc.“ Deut. iv. 33, 34. P. 30. the 
Pointing ſhould be thus _— The Doctrine 
* of Reprobation; (in the laſt Edition of the 
Original, The carnal glorying thro' Occafion 
3 ie 2 dlute Decree ; 1 fr Work-Holineſs; 
« of Self. oings in the Work of ARON 


1 by J. Bizcnort, af the Bible and Grown 
in Lombard-ftreet, "the e following e © 
Nan -One . - Upon 1 the 


1 

1 . wich. is alſo 
the Brechrens we Ce 55 Fach) deliver'd 
by the Ordinary of the Brethrehs "Churches, 
before, the Semin mary. Lo which is pre — 
A Synodical Writing, Sc. 1 4 # 


 High-Dutch, by Fr. ole, B. A 3 4 


ii. Seren Diicobtted) ol Jets a. * 
Lord, or, on the ſecond Part of the. Creed: 
=: ch'd by the fatoe at t Berlin, The The Second 


eile 10 


III. Nine, on important Subjects in Religi- 
on, proach! d at Fetter-lane upd, London. 


IV. Mazims, Ge. Sadie extracted out 
of oh wag Volames of the Bicorſes of the 


t Ordinary aforeſaid. 


V. An Account of che Doctrine, Manners, 
Liturgy and Idiom of the Unztas Fratrum, 


VI. A Manual of Dottie: or, an Eſſay 
to bring into the Form of Queſtion and An- 
ſwer, both the Fundamental, and other ſcrip- 
tural Knowledge, of thoſe Proteſtant Congre- 

gatlons who - 300 Years paſt haye been 
_ The Brethren, 


MODEST PLEA, Ge. 


Dear Fellow-Believers, | 
. T me fay that I think myſelf happy, 
in that I have at this time the Inclina- 

tion to make ſome little Plea in behalf 

of the Brethren's Church, touching the 
true Ground of all the Accuſations againſt 
them; and more eſpecially before You, * who 
are able and willing to lend an Ear to Matters 
of this kin. AF: Fs 2 
As to the Revival of this ancient Proteſtant 
Church, and its Progteſs within theſe thirty 
Years laſt paſt; I take it for granted, that 
their Actions done upon the open Theatre of 
the World, and the Accounts hereof that 
have been publiſhed in different Languages, 
may give you abundant Satisfaction in this 
Reſpect. It appears in the cleareſt man- 
ner from the whole, That it was Gop's Work 
alone, in bringing them out of Popiſh Dark- 
neſs in Moravia to the Light of his Truth, 
and then into the Upper Luſatia in Germany; 
where, by the ſame good Providence over 
them, they petitioned and obtained of the il- 
luſtrious Count of Zinzendor a Settlement in 
his 


* 47s xxvi. 2. 


1 * 2 " 
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1 1 
his Territory; which was afterwards called, 
and is now known throughout the World by 
the name of, Herrnhuth, or, The Lord's Care, 

Upon this little choſen Spot they firſt em- 
bodied together again, after having boen a 
long time disjointed, diſperſed and oppreſſed 


in their own Country. Here they enjoyed 


the Liberty of their Conſcience, and having 
forſaken all Earthly Poſſeſſions, they, together 
with many other awakened Proteſtants who 
Joined them from Time to Time, with an 
earneſt Zeal. aimed at Chriſtian Perfection, 
and really became one of the mo? raiteſ Sects 
of * the Chriſtian Religion. They purſued 
all common, yea all conceivable Meaſures, 
to compals ſo very great and deſirable an 
End; labouring exceedingly after the high- 
eſt Summit of human Righteouſneſs, vig. Or- 
thodoxy of Doctrine, and Holineſs of Life. 
Yet one Thing, and that the Cardinal Point, 
was ſtill wanting; till at length it came to 
paſs that their Cop, who had all along a 
watchful Eye over them, before whom the 
Prayers and Alms of a Cornelius came up for 


a Memorial, taking Pity upon them, revealed 


his Sen Jz8vs and his all-atqning Sacrifice + 


a 5 And 

.. | 14 
I Leeſt a Stranger ſhould ſurmiſe, that the Brethren perhaps 
now grew) lax in their moral and practical Principles, and, 
either at that time or ſince, have in their Teaching drawn 
ſome licentious and falſe Conſequences from this great Doc- 
trine ; the following Sentiments, uttered from time to — 
| citing 


F' 
And now they ſtand as living Witneſſes 
hereof in all the World, believing, - enjoying, 


and recommending all the me ble Benefits- 
and Beatitndes of this 122 Redemption of 
n "Mi _—_ Sinners 


(citing but a few as a Specimen out of the vaſt Number of fach 
Paſſages) may ſufficiently prove the contrary. TA 

Bexlin-Diſcourſes,, (Aus 1738) © As the Preſerver of the 
* whole World, He (our Saviour) will have every thing to 
be done in Order; and loves to ſee his Children diſperſed 
< here and there upon the Earth, and that his Diſciples ſanc- 
<« tify all States, all Employments and all Conditions, as Per- 
« ſons that are governed by another Spirit : It were therefore 
to be wiſhed, that this whole Country and City might be 
„ repleniſhed with Servants and Handmaids of CHRLIST, who 
« neither changed nor deſired to forſake their Condition, but 
c endea to get a ne- Heart, another Spirit, and a new 
Principle to do their ſeveral Buſineſſes by.“ 

Bid. Whenever one ſees no change in a Man, then one 
« may ſay with Truth, Either thou never haſt had any Grace, 
& or thou haſt forgot that thou waſt purged from thy Sins; 
« whiclt is as a as to forget one's Salvation. As ſoon as 
one receives Grace, he efcapes from the Vanities of the 
« World.” : - 
Treatiſe of the Education of Children, ( Anno 1739) © Chil- 
ce dren mult hear from us of no other Beauty, no other Rich- 
* es, no other Honour, Eaſe or Pleafure, but what is truly ſo 
in our Saviour's own Sight. — Although they are taught to 
<« keep themſelves cleanly, yet a lowly Temper muſt be well 
„% jnculcated into them, and an Abhorrence for all Pride. 
« From Prodigality and Sloth they muſt be preſerved, and 
ce kept diligently to Labour. At the ſame time, a Free- 
«© heartednefs to give, and to be ſerviceable to other People, 
« muft be faithfully recommended to them. —They ſhould 
« be inured, as a principal Point, to reſpe& every Man, and 
« jn the firſt place their Parents. — Praying with them, (and 
«« therein ſpeaking with Gov about all their Circumſtances, 
« 2s a Man fpeaks with his Friend) muſt never be neglected.“ 

Penſylvania- Diſcourſes, (Anno 1742) © It is a Thing of great 
« Moment, that every Family be converted unto the Logp, 
& that Father, Mother, Grandfather, Grandmother, _— 
„ den 


e 


[4] 


Sinners on the Croſs to all ſorts of People, 


Chriſtians, Jews, Turks and Heathens. 

For this Teſtimony's fake they are properly 
hated. Why. ſhould it be thought a Thing 
ſo incredible, that we owe our whole Salva- 
tion ſolely to the Blood of the Croſs ? That 
our Creator Jzsvs ſhould be ſo generouſly 
loving to his poor loſt Creatures? 

But ſure enough, Experience ſhews, that 


all Men. have not this Faith, *. the confident 


Expectation of ſuch a free Grace, and ſo much 
Goodneſs as this from their juſtly offended 
CREATOR. They alſo themſelves once verily 
thought otherwife within themſelves; till (as 
hath been obſeryed) on a certain Day, never 

to 


« dren and Servants be converted: Such Houſe-churches we 
« read of in the Apoſtles Times. So it ought to be: Such a 
Family is a Church, and they have Jzsvs in the midſt of 
& them.” | BF 
| The Rationale, ( Anno 1749) © The Poor are among us as 
* honourably Cloathed as the Rich, and that principally 
< among the Sex. Though we have. no Laws about it, ne- 
<< yertheleſs a Perſon proving to Agi him or herſelf 
* in that Way, would be looked at in a Groteſque Light.“ 

Diſcourſes on the third Article, ( Anno 1752) © Let ſuch a 
* one (each private Believer) ive his Members the more wil- 
4% lingly to the Service of his Neighbours, in the proper Cal. 
ling wherein the Wiſdom of Gop has placed him; that 
« they may have an Opportunity of ſeeing what Spirit he is 
« of, and what faithful Brethren the reſt of Mankind have in 
© the People of Chrift.” | | | 
The Article of Purity is needleſs to be touched upon; be- 
cauſe whoever knows any thing, at all of the Brethren, knows 
that no Week paſſes without Exhortations on that Head, ſq 
very tri and rigid, that in this refpe& they are the unde- 
niable Convitium Generis Humani, | | | 


F 2 Theſe. iii. 2, 
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to be forgotten in the Annals of their Church, 
the Power and Brightneſs of their Redeemer's 
Blood ſhone out upon, melted, and united all 
their Hearts, in a ſenſible but yet ineffable 
manner, at the Supper of the Lord in the Pa- 
riſh- Church of Berthelsdorf near Herrnbuth. 

This Heavenly Viſitation and Call they have 
not been diſobedient to, having ever ſince had 
the Blood of the Lamb * as their only Founda- 
tion and Happineſs amongſt themſelves, and in 
due time declared it to all Denominations of 
Chriſtians, where they have been called 
and invited as their Fellow-helpers ; as alſo to 
many different and diſtant Heathen Nations; 
teſtifying, that they muſt repent of their Sins, 
and the Works of their own Hands, turn 
with their Hearts to their Creator and Saviour 
on the Croſs, as poor Malefactors, experience 
the Virtue of his Wounds and Blood, and be- 
ing effectually healed, pardoned and renewed 
thereby in 1 Spirit of their Mind, and de- 
livered out of the Hands of all their Enemies, 
ſerve Him without fear in true Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs before him all the Days of their | 
Life. 
For theſe Cauſes rafts Sinners, and more 
eſpecially ſelf-righteous and lukewarm Chriſti- 
ans, have been ſtirred up invidiouſly to ſeek every .. 
Occaſion, and to ſay all manner of Evil againſt 
them; yea, as far as in them lay, to get them 
exterminated out of the World. + But hav- 

| mg 

Kev. vii. 14. Xii. 11. + Numb, xxii. 11; 


[6] | 

ing obtained Help of Gop, they continue unto 
this Day, witne ng both to ſmall and great; 
and, although in the Light and Language 
of the eighteenth Century, yet ſaying mne 
other Things in reality, than - thoſe which 
the Prophets and Mofes did ſay ſhould come, 
and which the Evangeliſts and i Apoſtles, the 
noble Army of Martyrs, and the whole Chrif- 
tian Church in every Age, have bs" and 
maintained to be actually come to nt 

Many, even wife and ſenſible Perfohs in 
their Way, but who'neither believe, - nor con- 
cern themſelves about any of thefe Things, 
(for, as too many affent thereto with an indo- 
tent Credulity, paying a fort of Compliment to 
the Word of * Croſs, and ſo evading that 
awakening, piercing and fearching Power, 
which it otherwiſe carries in it; fo not a few 
ſecretly think, and now begin pretty roundly, 
to confeſs every where, that they believe nothing 
at all of the Matter ; which Party is incr | 
every Day) are reduced tothe Dilemma of eſteem- 
ing the Moravian Brethren to be either frantic 
Enthufiaſts, or crafty and deſigning Knaves, if not 
a Medley of both. Vet all really wiſe Ones will, 
I hope, perceive, that this truly Chriſtian Con- 
ſtitution is made up of Perſons not only in- 
dowed with their common good Senſe like 
other People, but with good and honeft 
Hearts and Conſciences in the Sight of Gop, 
and that the Teſtimony they bear in the World 
-are the Wards of T1 ruth and S worms, 


You 


Sou © 

> You, at leaſt, before whom I. now | 
—— in your Hearts the great Reality of — 
Matters; for the Wy. . are full 
Bale u Beripiarec? T know cat e 
Abe, ve ye not had certain bleſſed Sea- 
ſons, when Jeſus, the Lamb of Gop,- has 
ww your Under/flandings, and out of Moſes, 
e Prophets, and all the other Scriptures, 2 
dined Ä — ſo that your Hearts have 
d within you *, the Things concerning 
himſelf? And then, at leaſt, has not what he 
ſays Fobn v. 3 9. been undeniably clear to you, 

They are they ” which Teftify of Met. | 


He aſſuredly is the firſt and main Point, i 


and the immediate Object of the whole Chriſ- 
tian Religion. The Brethrens worthy Ordi- 
nary once expreſſes himfelf thus, Who- 
ſoever doth not preach Jeſus, and Him as 
10 crucified, deducing every Thing from his 
* meritorious Sufferings and Death, he 

preaches no Chriſtian Religion:“ Which 
eee he certainly had taken from that 


Apoſtolic Declaration by the Inſpiration of the 


Holy Ghoft, Neither is there Salvation in any 
mk; ; for” _ is none other Name under Hea- 
r —— wherevy we can be 

+ By abe thes ye were healed |||. 
* Ubriſt, the 2 Yeſter day, and to-Day, 
4 forever, | Let the external Form am 
| Mode of — be what it will, in * dif- 
rent 


* Luke xxiv. 22. 1 4071 iv. 12. 1 Pet. ii. 24. 4 Heb, xii. 8. 
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— 
ferent Ages, and according to the Genius of 
the different Nations of the World; yet muſt 
He, in the ſame Figure wherein he fas ae 
Sinners upon the Croſs, be always the Salt, 
the Leaven, and the chief Ingredient thereof, 
the immediate and proper Object of all the Faith, 
Love and Adoration of the true Worſhipers. 
And who but He is, on the other Hand, 
the proper Butt, which the Spite and Malice 
of all wicked Spirits (and of all unhappy 
Men, who knowingly or unknowingly concur 
with them) is aimed and levelled at? The 
whole Conteſt properly is between Chriſt and 
Belial, and all the ſhifting forms of the World, 
and of the Church, which have and will ſuc- 
ceſſively appear till the Myſtery of Gop is fi- 
niſhed, *. what are they but ſo many different 
Modifications and Meaſures, which each of 
theſe contending Parties makes uſe of, ei- 
ther for the Enlightening or Darkening, for 
the Bleſſing or Curſe, for the Life or Death, 
Happincls or Miſery, of the Creation of Gop ? 

Feſus is either the beloved or the hated 
Name; to the Virgins following the Lamb 


whitherſoever he goes, like Ointment poured 


forth + ; even thoogh they for this Name's 
ſake are hated, calumniated, and traduced of all 
Nations and Men, and known as a Sect which, 

for its Concurrence with Him, is every where 


Molen n 1. Bee 


* Rev. x. 7. 4 Cantic. i. 3, 1 Ads, xxviii. 22, 


[9] 


Luther, the Champion of the Reformation, 
among the other, as one might ſay inſpired; 
Remarks bequeathed by him to Poſterity, has 
alſo obſerved, that all Herefies and falle Dit 
trines are operly levelled againſt the Article of 
CHRI Thus then there cannot poſſibly 
be any more ſure Toueh-ſtone to try any Doc- 
trines, Practices, Conſtitution or People by, 
than this, viz." Do they ih their own n Nate 
evidently tend to the Honouring, or to the 
Diſhonouring of Him? 

This is the Point all turns upon, Do the 
Brethren gather with him, * or do they ſcatter 
abroad? Will He, or will he not confeſs 
them? + If the latter ſhould prove to be the 
Caſe, an angelical Perfection and Unblamea- 
bleneſs before the World will ſtand them in 
no ſtead :- But if the former, (which is beft 
known in their own Hearts) then will many 
Blemiſhes and Imperfections in Man's fight 
(for which, as far as real and imputable to 
them, chey however bluſh and are aſhamed 
in his) not hinder his gracious Complacency in 
them, nor his powerful Blood from ſpeakin 
for them better Things than that of Agel. 
Yet, Gop is fo far from being unjuſt and par- 
tial to his People, that Judgment is obſerved 
always to begin at bis own Houſe ; I and if it 
firſt begin at them, what ſhall the End be 
of ſuch as, inſtead of S take Pleaſurt 


"I 
* Matt. xii. 30. + Mat. x. 32. Rev. iii. 5. f 1 Per. iv. iy. 
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in weakening the Hands of thoſe who propa- 
gate his Goſpel? 

My Deſign hereby is not to enter upon any 
ample and minute Vindication of the Unitas 
Fratrum; it being partly too prolix a Thing 
for the moſt of You I am now chiefly- ad- 
drefling myſelf to, and partly. too difficult a 
Province for me in my Situation to do it at 
large. Moreover, it has been done already by 
ſeveral of. their Apologiſts, and particularly 
of late by the very Rev. Mr Spangenberg, an old 
and experienced Labourer of their Church. 
He moſt amply, with almoſt apoſtolic Sim- 
plicity and Demonſtration, and in a very unaf- 
fected Method, has anſwered to above a fhou- 
ſand general and ſpecial Accuſations againſt this 
People and their worthy Ordinary, who has 
all along been as it were at the Front of the 
Battle. He has alſo exhibited ſuch unqueſti- 
onable Teſtimonies to the Public, as may be 
- ſufficient for the Information and reaſonable 
Satisfaction of all candid Inquirers after the 
Truth of Things. I wiſh it may not be ne- 
ceſſary, to have ſome of theſe larger Apolo- 
gies, one time or other, tranſlated and pub- 
Uſhed in our own Tongue. 

Apologizing for themſelves is, R 
foreign Work with the Brethren, and when- 
ever entered upon, it is always done more out 
of Benevolence and Complaiſance to their Fel- 
low-Chriſtians, than from Complacency in the 


Thing itſelf. To ſuch as love Truth, and on- 
ly 
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ty want Aſſiſtance to have it unravelled for 
them out of its Intanglements, Apologies may 
be of uſe: but where Perſons have their own 
ſecret Reaſons and Prepoſſeſſions againſt the 
Truth, they are only read as many came to 
hear our Saviour diſcourſe, not to benefit 
thereby, but only to find out ſome new Ob- 
jection. And ſhould it happen, that the Evi- 
dence of the Truth is at any Time fo ſtrong 

and glaring, that there is no Colour of any 
Objection left, then it only embitters and 
makes ſuch Perſons deſperate. This: gives 
ſome Light into our Saviour's myſterious $t- 
lence before the Chief Prieſts and Phariſees. 
They were reſolved, not to own him for the 
Chriſt: This he knew, and therefore upon 
their aſking, Art thou the Chriſt? he anſwers, 
if 1:tell you, ye will not believe,.* _ 

Now - ſeeing the Brethren have La 
been far from deficient in anſwering for them- 
ſelves, at leaſt to all the ſolid Purpoſes thereof; 
who can blame them if they for the future 
follow their bleſſed Lord's Example more 
ſtrictly, and no more ſuffer themſelves to be 
decoyed and drawn away from their proper 
bleſſed Object, and the neceflary Employments 
in arranging and-adorning their own Interior, 
into ſuch a uſeleſs, endleſs Labour? Eſpeci- 
ally fince they ſtill act in open Day-light, as 
a City ſet upon a Hill, and are moreoyer 
ways ready and glad to give a proper Anſwer | 

C 2 | in 


* Luke xxii. 67. 


tak [ 72 ] 
in every Reſpect to all ſuch as are by Office in 
Church or State duly authorized and qualified 
to make ſuch a Demand, and enter upon a 
nn, concerning them and their Affairs. 
There is one Circumſtance in the preſent 
ahh be to the Church of the Brethren, 
« being ſingular, deſerves to be taken No- 
— is this; Formerly, when an out- 
nh Rey and Goodneſs of Life was their 
chief Theme, the Adverſaries were wicked, 
_ Ivreligious Men, the Cauſe of whoſe Contra- 
diction was evidently the Fear of being diſ- 
turbed in their vicious worldly Courſe of Lite : 
But now, when the ſurrendering up of the 
whole Heart to Him, whoſe Right it is by the 
dear Purchaſe of his own moſt precious Blood, 
is inſiſted upon, the Adverſaries of theſe 
Claimants in his Name confiſt for the moſt 
part of another Sort of People. Not only 
wicked Men,” but the very People who have 
once been perſecuted by ſuch, become Perſe- 
_ cators in their Turn; Men eminent for their 
Piety and Seriouſneſs, really illuminated Teach- 
ers of Gop's Truth; ; yea ſome of the Bre- 
threns own Members, (who do not like, the 
above-mentioned Terms, and yet would glad- 
ly excuſe their falſe and divided Heart) have 
been impoſed upon, and lent their Names to 
divulge any Diſaſters of their Society, and ex- 
_ aggerate every the leaſt Miſtake, almoſt una- 
voidable in a . and active Conſtitu- 
tion 
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tion like this, and ſo en the n 
tion againſt them. 
This Circumſtance is . 3 1 

vy, yet it may afford ſtrong Conſolation to 
the Brethren, and a good deal of Satisfaction 
to Vou, to reflect, That this was literally the 
Caſe with our Saviour Himſelf. His Friends 
and Favourers were for the moſt part * Sinners, 
the common People, what we call the Vul- 
gar; and hardly any reputable Man, ſcarce 
any Phauriſce, or ſtrictly religious Perſon of 
his Time, had ſo much as a common Friend- 
ſhip for him, theſe being almoſt to a Man 
his bitter and avowed Enemies. Yea, bis own 
familiar Friend, and be that eat Bread with 
him, did lift up his Heel againſt him, joining 
with them who were the principal Inftruments 
in bringing about at laſt his Crucifixion and 
Death. If the Lord and Maſter of the Houſe 
has met with this Treatment in his Day and 
Appearance, how ſhall his Servants and thoſe 
of his Houſhold meet with better in theirs? 
Tis enough for the Servant, to be as bis Maſter. 

Conſider alſo how, and under what Pre- 
texts, the religious People of our Saviour's 
Time were always carping at his Diſciples ! 
Sometimes they did not faſt; ſometimes they 
did not keep the Sabbath ſtrict enough; they 
tranſgreſſed the Traditions of the Elders, 
eating with unwaſhen Hands, &c. 1 Our Sa- 

viour 

* Luke xv. 1. xix. 7. c. + John vii. 48, Þf Matt. ix. 14. 

xii. 2, xv. 2. 


[14] 20 
viour knew better than they, that his Diſciples 
were not yet in all Reſpects as he could wiſh 
them; and therefore ſaid, That He did not 
chooſe to put a Piece of new Cloth upon an 
old Garment, | /e/t the rent ſbould be made worſe: 
But yet He did not like the Principle from 
whence his Diſciples were cenſured. This 
may be the Caſe with the Brethrens Church 
at this Day. Our Saviour knows, better than 
any of their Adverſaries, where and in what 
Points they are not yet in the Condition he and 
themſelves could wiſh, (no, they are in a State 
of Growing and Learning; ) but ſtill their Hap- 
pineſs and Merit, uſing that Word with proper 
Grains of Allowance, is, That they are hear- 
tily attached to, and true Diſciples of Him. 
Ve Cenſors ! did you but know, could you 
but be made duly ſenſible, what an arduous 
Taſk it is, to ſuperintend and manage ſuch a 
riſing Body as this, ſuch a ſelected Congrega- 
tion for Jeſus, brought together by the Holy 
Spirit and over · ruling Providence, out of ſo 
many different Nations, Religions and Sects; 
what different Spirits, Tempers, and reſpec- 
tive Corruptions, the Members ſometimes 
bring along with them, and hold but too long; 
what Diſadvantages, through Oppreſſion, Cc. 
the Brethren ſtand at in the World; what 
Powers of Darkneſs are employed againſt 
them; how they have been tried and ſifted 
inwardly and outwardly, they being as it were 
in the Van of the War againſt the Wood. 
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the Fleſh and the Devil, (all which, and more 
than can be ſaid in Words, is known to, and 
certainly remembered in their Behalf by the 
Searcher of all Hearts:) you would, inſtead 
of cavilling at, publiſhing and expoſing what- 
ever in them could be repreſented as a Fault 
and Nakedneſs, and ſometimes forging down- 
right Lyes and Calumnies againſt them, truly 
pity their Condition, wondering, and praiſing 
Gop, who has enabled them thus far to ſtand 
their Ground, and has brought them on hi- 
therto with no more Loſs and Hurt than has 
happened. 3 | 
Upon theſe Conſiderations, but more eſpeci- 

ally that unfeigned Attachment to, and Con- 
feſſion of, the humbled: crucified Perſon, and 
all- ſufficient Merits of our dear Redeemer, 
diſcernable in them from the Greateſt to 
the Leaſt; I cannot, in the Sight of Gop, 
but prefer them to their Adverſaries, even 
though 'theſe for Reaſons might be ſometimes 
more guarded and 2 unblameable in the 
Sight of Men, whilſt they are nevertheleſs 
cold, dubious, and contentious upon this im 
portant Head. Vea, though many more, and 
more grievous Imputations and Books ſhould 
come out againſt them, like the Flood the 
Dragon caſt out of his Mouth fo carry the 
Woman away, * yet I truſt, He will confeſs 
them in his Turn, raiſe them up Friends, as 
in that Caſe, and at length make them victo- 

rious 

* Rev. xii. 15. | 
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rious through the Blood of the Lamb, and the 
Word f their Teſtimony. + . d 1189 1624) 
This is what their Cauſe properly reſts upon. 
I would not inſinuate as if this Church were 
faultleſs, much leſs that ſhe is the only Soul- 
ſaving Communion : neither would I derogate 
any Thing from the Worth and Value of any 
other Church, Society or Denomination of 
Chriſtian People whattoever ; all I want is on- 
ly, that ſhe may meet with at leaſt the fame 
Juſtice: and Equity from her Neighbours, 
which ſhe herſelf alſo ſhews to them, and be 
as edifying to all her other Siſters, as her 
LorD and Gop would chooſe. to have her be. 
Let her Defects be what they will, ſhe really 
is and ought to be owned a very . valuable 
Branch or Sect of Chriſtendom, a divine Ap- 
paratus to the Behoof of Insus the Son of 
God ; and in this View, an Otect exceed 
ingly near and dear to him. 

Of our Saviour, we know, it is faid, that 
All Things were created by Him, and for Him *; 
that all Things are for his fake; He is the 
Heir of all Things. . Again, All things are 
put under his Feet, and He is given to be the 
Head over all Things to the Church, which 1s 
his Body, the Fulneſs of him that filleth all in 

all. 1 The whole bleſſed Godhead is in con- 
ius Activity for his Sake; & Thouſand thou- 
fands miniſter unto Py: and Ten thouſand 
times 


* Col.i. 16. + Heb. i. 2. 1 Eph.i. 22. 5 Matt. xxii. 2. 
P/al. cx. 1. 
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times ten thouſand land before Him; ¶ all good 
Angels and Men are his Servants. This is, 
then, (I repeat it) the ſure Touch- ſtone to try 
every Doctrine, Conſtitution and People by, 
Do they honour or diſhonour HIM? As a 
Tree is known of what ſort it is, and that in 
the moſt ſimple manner, by its Fruit; ſo muſt 
every Plant of the heavenly Father's planting, 
every Apparatus he ſets up in the World, be 
known and diſcerned by this Fruit or Effect: 
Becauſe He will have all Men to. honour the 
Son, even as they honour the Father ; + He has 
ſworn, and the Oath is irreverſible, that every 
Knee ſhall bow to JESUS. © Us 
Now which of all the Chriſtian Societies, 
as ſo many Apparatus's of God, is beſt calcu- 
lated for, moſt faithful and zealous in bringing 
about, this End in the World, muſt be left to 
its proper Umpire to decide in the right Time: 
(yet ſurely a holy Emulation for excelling in 
this Reſpect, would well become them all, 
and would be far. from being diſagreeable to 
the Church of the Brethren!) | 
Lou are not call'd upon to give your poſi- 
tive Deciſion herein: But only, fo far as this 
Phænomenon or Appearance in the Church- 
ſky of your Day ſtrikes your Sight, and ſeems 
worthy of your Contemplation; ſo far as you 
hear, ſee, and know of it, (but not by other 
Men's Eyes and Ears, who may be diſaffected, 
D | and 
Dan. vii. 10, f Jobn v. 23. viü. 54. $ Phil, ii. g9,—11. 
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and tinge the Truth with falſe Colours ;) fo 
far, judge underſtandingly of it, and bring it 
to the true Touch-ſtone, namely, Is this 17 
tural? Is it at leaſt according to the Analogy, 
dyſtem and Drift of the Scripture? That is, 
in few words, Is Jeſus out Saviour thereby 
teſtified of, honoured and glorified? For thus 
far it is, or-is not, of God; and thus far I 
would have you approve or diſapprove, re- 
ceive or reject it. 

Set aſide, for a Time at leaſt, the Queſtion, 
Whether the particular Charges and Accuſati- 
ons againſt this People are true or falſe, ca- 
pable or incapable of a favourable Solution; 
and in the Light of Jeſus's Spirit firſt try your 

own Hearts, examine your own-ſelves, whe- 
ther You be and ſtand in the Faith? Whether 
your own Hearts truly love the Crucified One? 
Then aſk them, aſk your Conſciences in the 
Sight of God, Can you think (by what you 
have heard of theſe Peo eople's Preaching, read 
in their publickly allow'd Books and Hymns, 
or ſeen in the Converſation of their approved 
Members; can you, I ſay, think) that the 
dear Perſon of our common Redeemer, and 
his inexpreſſibly generous Love in dying on 
the Croſs for his rebel and adulterous Crea- 
tures, is not known and believed, tenderly 
and uncommonly reverenced by them ? | 

Moreover, tho they are (as may be con- 
cluded from the preceding) the ſworn Ene- 


mies 
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mies of- Self-righteouſneſs under every Guiſe, 
becauſe it is a Satanic Deluſion of the human 
Soul, and a Diſhonour and Reproach to the 
bloody Righteouſneſs of our Saviour freely 
imputed to and put upon the naked Sinner as 
he is; yet can you poſſibly think, that their 
Intent is, that Men in general ſhould be eaſy 
and ſecure under the Dominion of Sin and Sa- 
tan, or that Chriſt's Blood-beſprinkled Souls 
ſhould afterwards continue in Sin, that Grace 
may abound? + You muſt needs feel and be- 
lieve in your own Hearts, that they, with the 
Apoſtle, would cry out, God forbid! that they 
certainly deteſt and abhor it. The Thing 
ſpeaks for itſelf. Inſtead of inſinuating, much 
leſs maintaining, that Chriſtians may continue 
in Sin that Grace may abound, are not their 
very Adverſaries, who at ſome Times are ſo 
clamorous about -Holineſs, when it ſeems to 
ſerve their Purpoſe, alarmed to the laſt De- 
gree, and reduced to a thouſand - ſhuffling 
Comments, when the Brethren ſo often round- 
ly aſſert with St. John, that Whoſoever abid- 
eth in Him, finneth not; and whoſoever finneth, 
hath not ſeen Him, neither known & Him? 
When this Church, calling her Privilege to 
mind, and the Oath ſworn, that we being de- 
livered out of the Hands of our Enemies, ſhould 
without Fear, and with a child-like Heart, in 
all the amiable purchaſed Grace, ſerve him in 

D 2 Righteouf- 

+ Rem. vi. 1. 5 1 John iii. 6, 


; [20 ] 
Ri el and Helineſs all the Days of our 
Life, * reduces this to Practice, with the very 
cloſeſt Application even to the ſeveral Choirs, 
or States and Ages of both Sexes; muſt not 
many a great Perfectioniſt in his own Conceit, 
be forced to confeſs, as one of this Sort, who 
once clamour'd againſt their want of Holineſs, 
before he came amongſt them, ingenuouſly 
did, © I found them 700 holy for me?” 
What need of many Words! Is not the di- 
rect Tendency of their whole Conſtitution as 
evidently to bring about, firſt, the Knowledge 
of our crucified Redeemer, and Pardon of 
Sins in his Blood, and then Freedom from the 
Dominion thereof and from Satan, and the 
living and walking in this World in the Like- 


nieſs and to the Well-pleafing of Jeſus, as He 


lived and walked in the Likeneſs and to the 
Well-pleaſing of his Father; as an Univerſity 
zs calculated to promote Literature, an Hoſ- 
pital to recover the Sick and Infirm, or an In- 
corporated Society of Merchants, to carry on 
Trade and Commerce? 

To diſcover this, no deep Reſearches are 
required; but only a Mind willing to. ſee and 
own” Things to be what they really are. In- 
deed we live in happy Times, when the Bible 
is afreſh exemplified and living before our 
Eyes. How many have formerly been oblig- 
od. at their firſt — and looking _ 

that 
F Luke i. 74. 
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that Book, to make this melancholy Reflecti- 
on; Either this is not Chriſtianity, or we 
« are not Chriſtians.” Which can no more 
now be ſaid with the ſame Truth. If there- 
fore you can diſcern the Face of the Sky, diſ- 
cern ye alſo the Sig of the Times, and own 

with Gratitude, that the Kingdom of God ts 
come nigh unto you. 

Should many {till reſolve, for ſecret Rea- 
Who, to feaſt their Hearts and Minds with the 
Rumours againſt" this People, to ſhut their 
Eyes againſt the Light, and aſcribe this bleſ- 
ſed Preparation of God (diſcovering his Fin- 
ger ſo plainly) to the Contrivance of Satan, or 
of cunning and deſigning Men, who . — 
others of an enthuſiaſtic Turn ſerve their own 
Purpoſes; and thus to repreſent it as a Conſti- 
tution of a dangerous Nature, as a dubious 
Phænomenon; do You only remember what 
our Saviour faid to the Phariſees, Can Satan 
caft out Satan? * Can he ever be thus divid- 
ed againſt himſelf? 

Should it not be your Inclination, or ſhould: 
your Situation in Life, the Call of Divine Pro- 
vidence, not make it proper and convenient 
for you, to embark in the fame Modification 
of our Saviour's Cauſe with this People, (which 
they ſuppoſe may, and muſt neceſſarily, be the 
caſe with many Thouſands) yet you can how- 
ever rejoice in pag Light, wi well to them 

in 

2 Mart. xii. 26. 
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in the Name. of. the Lord, and aſſiſt their Pro- 
greſs in the Eſtabliſhing the Faith towards Je- 

ſus amongſt Chriſtians ' and Heathens, with 
your Prayers and in many other Ways. 
At leaſt, let no Envy, or any other ſuch 


bad Principle, ſo ſar work upon you, as to in- 


duce you by Word or Deed to oppoſe and 
clog their arduous Taſk for them. They and 
you have but one common Cauſe and 7 — 
in Reality, which is, the Glory and Know- 
ledge of our crucified Redeemer in the World; 
and thus, .of Conſequence,” when you hurt or 
help them, you not only grieve. or rejoice your 
Saviour, but alſo hurt or help your ownſclves 
in che End. 

It indeed has grieved me very much, ( and 


that has been the Motive to my preſent Writ- 


ing) to ſee ſuch an uncommon Guſt and Eager- 
neſs, and that too in many reli Kone Perſons, 
for whatſoev er is related or publiſhed to the Diſ- 


advantage. of this People.” For, ſuppoſing for 


once all the Misfortunes that their bittereſt 
Adverſar ies would ſuppoſe of them, and that 
they could at laſt induce all the Civil Powers, 
under whom the Brethren thankfully and 


guietly live, to abandon them, and ſuffer them 


to be exterminated out of the World, (which 
is their Adverſaries Aim at the Bottom ; ;) ſup- 
poſing, I fay, their whole Plan ſhould prove 
abortive; yet what ſincere-hearted Chriſtian 
muſt not feel the Loſs be thereby W 
u 
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Muſt it not cut him to the very Soul, to ſee 
ſo admirable an Apparatus for the Advance- 
ment of our Redeemer's Kingdom, ſo many 
worthy Witneſſes of his, defeated and de- 
ſtroy d? What a Precedent would this be for 
the Gates of Hell to boaſt of in all future 
Ages? What a Trophy would they here have 
to diſplay ? Wa | 
Our Saviour gained the Victory, when he 
was ſeemingly conquer'd himſelf; and his 
People in every Age conquer alſo thro' the 
ſame Form of the Croſs. They walk the ſame 
Way of Faith with Him thro' this World; 
and therefore, what external Preflures may 
and will be ſuffered to take Place, God only 
knows! Yet this they know, and affuredly 
believe, that if the Serpent ſhould be allowed' 
to bruiſe the Heel for a Time, they together 
with their Lord ſhall bruiſe his Head in the 
End, * | 8 2 
- Be other Things all as they will, the Church 
of the Brethren really exiſts only for Jeſus's 
fake; and I am aſſured, that her every true 
Member would wiſh her to be annihilated the 
very Moment ſhe ceaſes to exalt and ſet forth 
her crucified Lord and God among Mankind. 

- Otherwiſe, ſhe is little ſolicitous about her 
ood or her evil Report, her Honour or Diſ- 
15 45 in the World, farther than as it may 
help or hinder this grand and important * of 

| | 8 


Cen. iii. 15. 
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her Exiſtence. If therefore either by her 
Praiſe, or by her Reproach, Mankind can but 
be ſtirred up to bethink themſelves, and be 
brought to believe from the Heart that He, 
who was executed on a Croſs as a public Male- 
factor, in the Sight of a great Multitude of 
Spectators, without the Gates of Jeruſalem, 
above 1700 Years ago, is the very God and 
Creator of the whole Univerſe; that He, as it 
was impoſſible for Death to hold Him, muſt 
needs be riſen again from the Dead, and now 
ſits at the right Hand of the inſcrutable and 
ineffable Majeſty of all Majeſties, as the only 
Mediator between God and Man; that He 
will, in his Time, appear again in the Clouds 
of Heaven with great Power and Glory, with 
the Sign of the Son of Man, * with the very 
fame identical Body and Wounds which He 
had when dying upon the Croſs, to judge both 
Quick and Dead, when every Eye ſhall ſee Him, 
and they alſo which pierced Him *: I fay, if 
Men can be convinced and induced to believe 
all this from the Heart, ſo that they apply to 
Him with all their Sinfulneſs and Miſery juſt as 
it is, ſupplicating at his pierced Feet for Pardon 
of all Sins, and eternal Life thro' his Merits 
and holy Wounds; ; the Brethren will then be 
abundantly ſatisfied, let the Thoughts you en- 
tertain of them for their own Perions be what 
* will. 


* Matt. xxiv. 30. 4 Rev. i. 7. 
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